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not only from the justices there, but the two grand juries. But neither any of the justices, but those I liave aiamed, and one Mr. .Bull, nor any of the grand juries, would join in signing the- address. However the Roman Catholics and those two gentlemen sent it up, subscribed by themselves, us the act. of the whole sessions. By such acts as these the King was much deceived as to the opinion of his subjects concerning the indulgence ; throe or four men in divers places pretending to represent the thoughts of a whole corporation or county.
May 7. Was the Petit Sessions for licences of alehouses at Rotherhani, where Mr. Ilansby, a Roman Catholic justice, told me that the King was now convinced that he had been ill advised in putting the question so far concerning men's inclinations to take away the test and the penal laws; that he did intend to put some justices out and to admit others, but not by that method, but by informing himself, from such as he knew to be true to his service, how they stood affected as to liberty of conscience; and that 1m had particular order from my Lord ThomaH Howard, who had it from the King, to advise first with mo in that matter. I told him it was certainly of disadvantage to his Majesty's service the method lately taken, most of the principal gentlemen for estates and interest in their counties being thereby thrust out of employment; but this would prove a work of as much difficulty aa fallacy, no man being able to give an account of another man's heart; nay, it was very hard in that particular for a man to give1, one of his own. For either he was to be a Parliament man, or he was not. If he was, no man could honestly say how he would vote, till he came there ; and if lie wan not, nobody could tell what he would be for, till the meeting of the representatives in Parliament, on whoso result they were-to rely and to be concluded, Not but I be-.]loved most men were now convinced that liberty of conscience was a thing of ad-